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(4:00 p.m)

M5. W NSTON: Good afternoon.

M/ name is Judith Wnston, 1'm the
Executive Director of the One Arerica, the President’s
Initiative on Race. We had planned to start this
session at 4:00 p.m However, we know that several of
the local news stations indicated that this neeting
was to start at 4:15 and in fairness to those who
believe we were starting at 4:15 we wanted to wait
just another few mnutes to give everyone a chance to
get in and get seated, but we will start the program
no | ater than 4:15.

So if you would like to take seats, we
will start in approximtely five m nutes.

(O f the record.)

CHAI RVAN FRANKLI N: Good afternoon. I
want to welcone you to this final portion of our
Advi sory Board neeting in Phoenix. As | said before,
we are very delighted to be here in the Southwest.
During our visit to Phoenix, we’ve had an opportunity
to visit sonme sites in the conmmunity and talk with
sone of the people of Phoeni x.

This has been a rare, wonder f ul
accel erating experience. The Advisory Board included
this comunity forumin its fornmal Board neeting so

that we can hear fromyou, the citizens of Phoeni X,
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about the race related issues that concern you but
before we hear from you, | would like first to
I ntroduce Maricopa County’s Supervisor, Mary Rose
WIlcox, who wll mneke sone renarks. Super vi sor
W | cox.

(Appl ause)

The Supervi sor was el ected to the Maricopa
County Board of Supervisors in Novenber 1992. She has
devoted her career to public service and has
experience with housing relocation, job placenent, job
training, snall business developnent and has been
active in nunmerous community activities. She
currently serves as Vice Chair for the National
Associ ation of Counties, Comunity and Economc
Devel opnent Policy Conmttee and is a nenber of the
Mexi can- Aneri can Legal Defense and Educati on Fund.

Since 1988 she’s been on the Board of both
t he National Council of Lorasa (ph) and the National
Associ ation of Latino El ected and Appointed O ficials.
Thank you for joining nme in welcomng Supervisor
W | cox.

(Appl ause)

STATEMENT OF SUPERVI SOR MARY ROSE W LCOX

SUPERVI SOR W LCOX: Thank you very mnuch.
I would like to start ny presentation and snall
presentation by first of all thanking the President

for enpaneling you all and thanking you for being here
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today. | also would like to thank each and every one
of you in attendance today. This is an extrenely
I nportant issue and |I'm very glad that all of you
showed up to express your views.

Let me start ny remarks by saying the
I ssues related to race in America and in Arizona are
very broad. They effect all segnents of our society.
Race in Arizona effects our judicial system For
exanpl e, out of 65 Superior Court judges only five are
of Hi spani c background. Race in Arizona effects our
educational systemvery very strongly.

For exanple, after this year on the Board
of Regents, a board that oversees all of our state run
universities, we will have no person of color on that
board. The point is, as a mnority in Arizona, race
cones into play in virtually all institutions of
governnent and the private sector

For ny presentation today | feel very
saddened but | feel that | nust share with you
mnorities’ growing concern in Arizona about the
negative rel ati onshi p between enforcenent officials at
the national |level and local level as they relate to
mnorities.

(Appl ause)

| want to do so by illustrating a few real
life exanples where we feel race was a factor in how

enforcenment officials dealt wth our mnority
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community and specifically a lot of our mnority
youth. Let ne tal k about these incidents and I'I| try
to be very brief.

W had an African Anerican gentlenman,
Edward Mal | et. He was a double anputee who just
happened to have a very nice car and was driving in an
area that was predomnantly white. For no
transgressi on because they never did cite him for
anyt hing, he was stopped. There was an altercation
and consequently M. Mllet was killed in a choke
hold. It was never explained what exactly happened by
we firmy believe that race was a factor

Rudy Buchanan, a Hispanic and African
American youth was shot at 98 tines in the m ddle of
a housing project and we know all our kids aren’t
excel l ent kids, but Rudy Buchanan was shot at by 13
officers, 98 times and 33 bullets entered his body and
he was kil l ed.

Julio Varillo, a very young, young person,
15 years old whose nother called | aw enforcenent to
calmJulio dowmn. He was having an argunent wi th her.
When police arrived, |law enforcenent arrived, Julio
was running fromthe house, had a kitchen knife with
him and was surrounded and was shot, was shot 40
times. Julio is nowdead and his famly is suffering.

The Scottsdale Police, |aw enforcenent

officials, we had an incident here and |’mnot sure if
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you' ve heard about it but I'’msure you will today. W
had a H spanic officer who had finally had enough and
surfaced police practices against mnorities. Wen he
surfaced this, he was ostracized, he was fired and he
had the courage to go before the courts of our |and.
A jury award of $100,000.00 was issued to him and
practices of the Scottsdal e Police becane public.

The Chandl er Police Departnent, and |’ m
sure many of you, because this nade international and
nati onal news, teaned up with federal enforcenent and
rounded up American citizens, American citizens based
on skin color and through the efforts of a very good
I nvestigation by Attorney CGeneral G ant Wods, we find
out that not only skin color but body odor and
anything that they could think of as long as you
weren't the right color. They were rounded up, many
deported and nmany treated not as American citizens
shoul d be treated.

Racism is evident in Arizona in al
segnments and nost predominantly this has spread to
some of our enforcenent officials. W nust do
sonet hing about this. Many people will say that this
Is just a political ploy by the President, the panel
that sits before us today. | don’t believe that to be
the case. | stand strongly and firmy in admration
that our President has the courage to bring the issues

of race relations in Arerica to the forefront. By
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this panel being here today, you cast l|ight on the
I ssue of racism

Qur President has dared to tal k about this
nost enotional issue. If it does anything, the
President’s initiative brings a debate to |ight and
brings our nation closer together by tal king about it,
admtting it and going beyond racism | encourage
menmbers of our community to talk openly about your
per sonal experiences. Your input is valuable and
shoul d be thoughtful.

The ultimate goal of all of us should be
to stop prejudi ce and speak out |oudly against anyone
who practices discrimnation or seeks to hurt groups
of people of a different race --

(Appl ause)

-- or seeks to hurt people, whether they
be of different race, different religion, different
ethnic group or sexual orientation. | sincerely
believe that we’'re all commtted to help build one
Anerica in the 21st century. That’'s our hope. MW
husband and | have four grandchildren. W wll not
tolerate for our grandsons racism or racial attacks
against them and | don't believe any parents or
grandparents wl|. Anerica needs to confront this
probl em W need to bring it out in the open. I
commrend your panel for listening to Arerica and hope

that the results you take back to the President wll
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bring about policies that bring an end to this, but
nore inportantly the awareness and Anerica bei ng aware
of this, having it conme out into the open wll stop
this once and for all and have us all recognize that
we are a great country and that we all deserve
everything that Anerica has al ways prom sed. Thank
you very nmnuch.

(Appl ause)

CHAl RVAN FRANKLI N: Thank you, Supervi sor
Wlcox. W are very grateful to you for your remarks
and we are encouraged and heartened really by
encour agenent . W have next the chief [|aw
enforcenent officer of the state of Arizona, Attorney
General Grant Wods. As you know he has been in the
forefront of many of these actions, particularly
Investing and witing a report on the incident which
Supervi sor Wl cox referred, the incident in Chandler.

He also was promnent as one of the
attendants of the Hate Crines Conference that the
President held in Washi ngton several weeks ago. W
are very, very delighted, honored and pleased,
Attorney Ceneral Wods, that you have taken the tine
to cone and be with us this afternoon. | want to
wel cone you on behalf of the Board. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

STATEMENT OF ATTORNEY GENERAL GRANT WOODS

ATTORNEY GENERAL WOODS: Thank you very
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much. | appreciate the invitation to be part of this
and | hope that what you found so far in Arizona has
been productive and that it will add to the national
dialogue. | trust that it will. | think -- 1" m not
exactly sure why Arizona was picked and from what |
gather | don’t know that you all know exactly sure why
It was picked, but it was picked and here we are. So
now that we’'re here | think we can recognize that it
was a good choi ce.

And it's a good choice, | believe, because
Arizona, | think, is a good m crocosm of the United
States when it conmes to these issues. Arizona is a
very diverse state. |It’'s a diverse state racially.
It’s ethnicity is many varied. We have a diverse
state religiously. W are -- to be an Arizonian is to
be H spanic, is to be Native Arerican, is to be Anglo,
Is to be African Anerican, it’'s to be Mrnon or
Catholic or Protestant or Jew.

VW have a wi de range of different cultures
and different people that |ive here and have al ways
lived here in this state. W have racial problens in
Arizona. Wat | believe is that Arizona does a good
job at least inits recent history of trying to take
the very difficult step of having people solve
problenms rather than cause problens or ignore
probl ens.

It’s the duty, | believe of governnent,
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the duty and responsibility of government to try to
sol ve these problens as best they can. W understand
that many --

(Appl ause)

W understand that nmany of these probl ens
have to do with human beings and human nature and
there’s only so nuch we can do but we do live in a
country and in a state that revolves around its
constitution and its basic guarantees and its basic
rights and it’s the obligation of governnent to
enforce those rights. 1'd like to point out to you a
few areas where Arizona, which is politically at |east
as reflected by its state legislature and its recent
governors a conservative state.

Even in this conservative state we’ ve been
able to nmake great gains in nmany areas. W had a rea
problemand a real struggle on the Martin Luther King
hol i day, but | would point out we're the only state in
the union that passed a Martin Luther King holiday by
a vote of the people and it was a tough job, but we
didit.

(Appl ause)

We're one of the few states that allows
the state governnent itself, the attorney general’s
office, to actively, pro-actively enforce housing | aws
and that’s not just in a general small way, that’s in

a big way. That’'s if we're tal king about housing
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discrimnation be it rental or buying or nortgage
| endi ng or advertising, we’' ve been active in all of
those areas and the reality is nost states aren't, but
Arizona is even with a conservative governnent.

And the authority for that canme about in
the "90's with these sane conservative |eaders in
charge. They gave the authority to us. W have the
authority in enpl oynment which you have been | ooki ng at
over the past two days. W’ ve focused on |ending
which is a very big issue in this country and | hope
that you Il look at that as well as part of your
efforts. W’ve found recently here in the last 60
days in Arizona, that one lending institution,
actually one of the largest in the Wst, was
di scrimnating agai nst H spanics who lived in Arizona
when they applied for nortgage | oans.

They were trying to refinance hones. They
were trying to live the American dream and buy their
first hone and they were being discrimnated agai nst
for one reason and one reason only, because they were
Hi spani c. And what happened there is that the
governnment in Arizona didn't turn away. They didn’t
say, "Well, we don’'t care about these people, they
don’t even speak English and this is a big giant
conpany and an inportant conpany”.

The governnent of Arizona joined and the

| egal arm of Arizona joined with these poor Hi spanic
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citizens who had no real power and they brought back
-- in working with the Federal Governnent, we brought
back a resolution which was unprecedented so that
t hese peopl e got noney and now we’'re going to have $3
mllion set aside to be loaned specifically to
H spanic residents of this county and they' re going to
have to pay no noney down. The lending institution is
going to pay three percent out of their own pocket for
all of the loans that are nmade with that $3 million
That's a real life effort that nmakes a

difference in people’ s |ives.

(Appl ause)
We passed a hate crinmes bill that the
Chai rman nentioned. | was proud to stand up. There

was only one state up there with the President
represented from the state governnent and it was
Arizona that was there. This conservative state was
up there with the President speaki ng out agai nst hate
crimes, speaking out agai nst those who would threaten
or intimdate or terrify or commt assaults on people
because of their race or their religion or their
gender or hopefully at some point in time now their
sexual orientation or disability and if the President
has his way on a federal |evel because we passed that
here in Arizona and it wasn't easy.

Many of the people in the roomfought for

years and years on this and we finally did it with a
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conservative governor and a conservative |egislature.
It can be done and now we’'re actively enforcing it.
| amthe chief |aw enforcenent officer of this state
and I’ mproud of the police departnent and the nmen and
wonen that | serve with and all of the police officers
that 1've dealt with over the years as attorney
general .

Having said that, it’'s the duty of the
attorney general that when police officers cross the
line to step in and say sonething about it and take
action against it and in Arizona we did that. W were
asked to do it. W had conpl aints about the Chandl er
epi sode and, yes, Chandler has -- this incident in
Chandl er has taken on national ramfications and | say
that’s great. It should have.

Qur goal was not to focus sinply upon
Chandl er for Chandler’s sake. Qur goal was that we
could work together; the Border Patrol, the Departnent
of Immgration, and the Attorney General’s office and
we could conme up wth a situation which I think we
will have nowin the future and that is what happened
in Chandler will never happen again in the United
States of America because it was a di sgrace.

(Appl ause)

And 1I'm proud of the response of the
United States Attorney Ceneral, of the Director of the

| nm grations Services, of the Border Patrol and we're
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going to work together to see that they can do their
job, of course. W support them doing their job if
they do it in a way that doesn’t violate basic rights
of citizens.

GCscar Tillman is here fromthe NAACP. He
spoke out and he shoul d have spoken out about sone of
the things that have gone -- that were alleged to be
going on in the Scottsdal e Police Departnent, but what
happened there is that he has engaged in a dial ogue
and the major of that city didn't ignore what went on.
The mayor stepped forward and the police chief, |
believe, is stepping forward and | don’t believe that
the mayor of that city is going to let the drop until
we know that what was alleged in that court case no
| onger exists and that’'s the proper response from
governnment, not to look away, not to junp to
concl usions either but to investigate and then tell it
like it is.

And if there’s discrimnation there based
upon race, then it’'s up to the governnent to point it
out. Lastly, I'dlike to -- 1 would like to commend
the President as well. This Conmm ssion has been
criticized as nuch as it’'s been praised and that’s
kind of ironic to ne. Il will tell the people of
Arizona here that this Conm ssion and the Wite House
asked nme to specifically coment upon these

controversial areas, that they wanted this dial ogue at
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this neeting.

No one is trying to avoid anything at
| east during this trip to Arizona, but | would point
out to the critics that this is the first president in
ny lifetime, at |least that | can renenber, who has had
the courage to stand up and engage this dial ogue, a

di al ogue that is long overdue in the United States.

(Appl ause)
So lastly, I did bring this controversi al
docunment here. | say that to ny Republican col | eagues

every time | speak to themon civil rights and I wl|l
tell you that is every tinme that | speak to them and
I’ m al nost done. It’s alnost eight years and |’ve

tal ked about civil rights every place |’ ve gone, every

time because | promsed nyself | would. It’s not a
Republ i can or Denocrat issue. It’s an American issue.
And this --

(Appl ause)

VWhen people want to know why is the
President involved in this, why is the Conm ssion
I nvol ved, why are we continuing to have the Federal
Government involved in a very serious way in these
areas? Wy is the Attorney Ceneral’s office in
Arizona made this one of its very top priorities
t hroughout the ’90’s? Wy were we involved in
Chandl er? Wy are we involved in housing, in |ending,

in advertising, It public accommpdations and
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enpl oynent ? The reason is, | think, in this
controversi al docunment which many people tal k about
but very few follow, it’'s the Declaration of
| ndependence for this country and |I’m going to just
| eave you with two sentences fromit.

The first one is very fanous. The second
isn't as fanbus. 1'd like for you to focus upon the
second. The first one is, "W hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all nmen are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator wth certain
unal i enabl e rights, that anong these are life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness". And the very next |ine
Is, "That to secure these rights, governnents are
I nstituted anong nmen deriving their just powers from
t he consent of the governnment".

So when people ask why, our founding
fathers said, "This is the purpose of the governnent,
to secure these basic human rights that are not given
by governnment but should be protected by governnent
first and forenost, now and always". Thank you.

(Appl ause)

CHAl RVAN FRANKLI N You have indi cated by
your appl ause your great appreciation for the remarks
bot h of Supervisor WIcox and Attorney General Wods.
| want to add that | amvery inspired and very noved
and very delighted that they have come to us and

spoken with us at this session. Thank you very nuch,
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Supervi sor Wl cox and Attorney General Wods.

Now, 1'd like to introduce the noderator
for the community forumthis afternoon. It is Frank
Comacho. |’m sure many of you recognize Frank from
Channel 3, KTVK of which he is the weekend news co-
anchor. He is a native of Phoenix. He’'s had
ext ensi ve experience working in the news nedia. H's
experience has garnered several Arizona Press Cub
Awards. Prior to getting in the broadcasting field,
he worked as comunity devel opnment manager for the
Phoeni x Chanber of Commerce and spent seven years as
t he Phoeni x Police di spatcher.

["Il turn over the forumto himso that we
can begin. I know that | speak for the entire
Advi sory Board when | say we know there are many | oca
I ssues that we have not heard or we’'ve just heard a
little about and we're |ooking forward to receiving
your contributions to this neeting. It’s yours,
Frank, and it’'s yours, Audience. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

MR, COMACHO  Thank you Doctor Franklin.
Wel conme to you all and we are running out of time so
we want to get this going as quickly as possible and
before we do, there are several ground rules that we
want to lay down. One is the fact that because of the
time restrictions we would like for you to; A) when

you do speak, please make your point as quickly as you




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

19

can and succinctly as you can, and we will have a two-
mnute limt because we understand there are a | ot of
peopl e who wi sh to speak

And the Advisory Board's primary role in
this forumis to listen and the only way we can do
that is if we can get everybody to go ahead and say
what they need to say, but to do it as quickly as
possi bl e and as respectfully as possible.

Before we begin to receive sone of the
comments fromall of you in the comunity, we do want
to touch upon several issues that have already been
brought up by Mary Rose Grant Wods and that has to do
with sone of the issues that we’ve been facing here in
our community the past year especially.

The first one probably there’'s been no
nore contentious issue than the raid in Chandler. |
can't -- I'’m a native here in Phoenix and | can’t
remenber one issue that has divided this community and
has shocked and sickened this community as nuch as the
raid in Chandler. And to speak on that, 1'd like to
I ntroduce the attorney who is on behalf of the
plaintiffs in a class action suit that’s been brought
agai nst the Chandl er Police Departnent and the Border
Patrol, M. Stephen Montoya. Stephen?

(Appl ause)

STATEMENT OF MR, STEPHEN MONTOYA

MR MONTOYA: Thank you. | would like to
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wel conme you. | think what happened in Chandl er has
been well-visited by the Attorney General’s report.
| think it is a mstake to |look at the Chandler
epi sode as sonet hi ng uni que I n our state
unfortunately. In fact, | think it’'s all too
characteristic of the behavior of our state and the
several nunicipalities within our state.

(Appl ause)

| think it is wonderful that the President
has | aunched this initiative. However, | think that
there is an appalling absence in reference to this
initiative and wth the exception of Supervisor WI cox
and Attorney GCeneral Gant Wods, where is a
representative fromthe executive branch of our state?
Most of the racismthat we suffer here in Arizona is
-- has its origins in the actions of state and | ocal
gover nment s.

(Appl ause)

I think it behooves the chief executive

of the state of Arizona, Governor Jane Hull, whom I
greatly respect, to start her owmn initiative regarding
race so we can clean up our state governnents, and so
we can cl ean up our rmunicipal governnents and | woul d
also call wupon the Advisory Board to review the
Federal Covernment’s prerogatives under Title 6 of the
Cvil R ghts Act of 1964.

For so many nunicipalities and for a state
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to be quilty of so many acts of racism but to
neverthel ess be able to enjoy huge anounts of federal
nonies in violation of Title 6 of the Gvil R ghts Act
of 1964, | think is appalling. But ny main point is
| think that we are playing Ham et w thout the prince.
Governor Hull should be here. Governor Hull should
| aunch her own initiative regarding race. W need to
start at hone.

| think that this debate is national but
it’s also local and | think that we need to direct our
attention to the public servants that we pay and that
we elected, nanely our state and |local elected
officials and make themstep up to the plate and face
the type of responsibility that anyone in the private
sector would invariably and inevitably face. Thank
you.

(Appl ause)

MR,  COVACHO Anot her issue that was
touched upon earlier in the remarks by M. Wods and
Ms. Wlcox had to do with the situation in Scottsdale.
That is one of several that has -- that have been
al | eged agai nst various police departnents around the
Vall ey and one of those who have been the |eading
force or leading voices, | should say has been the
Reverend Gscar Tillman from the NAACP and Reverend

Tillman, if you woul d.

(Appl ause)
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STATEMENT OF REV. OSCAR TI LLMAN

REV. TILLMAN:  Thank you and 1'|1 be very
bri ef because | think enough has been said. W need
to see sone action. |’'mvery disappointed in the |ack
of | eadership that has been in this state in dealing
with this issue. | amextrenely di sappointed today to
find that the Chief of Police of Scottsdale has been
repl aced tenporarily by a person that | think would
not need to be there and that is the person who wl|
be acting in his stead now that he’ s resigning.

I think that we have a serious problem
here. W have it in Phoenix since 1990. There have
been over 40 people killed, shot by the Phoenix
Police. Not one of those police officers have ever
been charged. W have tine and tine again that the
police is policing thensel ves. The Federal Governnent
Is in a position to withhold funds until a civilian
overview is done of the police departnents and until
that tinme our young people will continue to die and no
one will care. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

MR COVACHO Again, as | nentioned before
we do have sone very strict guidelines that will be
strictly enforced and that’'s the tine [imt on the
remar ks, on your remarks. Please bear with us and
pl ease understand that we want to hear from all of

you, as nmany as possible.
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In that vein, I wll ask you a coupl e of
things. MNunber one, when you do wi sh to speak, if you
could, please nove to the aisle on either aisle.
There are a couple of people with m crophones, sone
staffers. They will handle the m crophones and | can
see we have a |l ot of fol ks already.

Al so, at the beginning or the end of the
previ ous session, at the end of the previous session
not everyone had a chance to speak. They were
prom sed that they would get a chance to speak at this
general forum We will begin with them | think it
m ght be best if you can have a seat before we clog up
t he aisles too nuch.

Il will call on these people and if they
woul d please go ahead and nake their remarks as
qui ckly as possible. Carolyn Addington, is Carolyn
Addi ngt on here?

AUDI ENCE PARTI Cl PATI ON

V5. ADDINGTON: Hello. Is the m crophone
on?

MR, COVACHO. Yes.

MS. ADDI NGTON: Ckay. | nade a comment
this norning and this afternoon with a great deal nore
inspiration and spirit and |ove and excitenent, |
woul d i ke to reveal a secret that has been too | ong
hi dden and a solution that has been too |ong behind

t he scenes.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

24

As | nmentioned this norning, | know why
Attorney General Gant Whods that this was placed in
Phoenix and in Arizona, because it’'s about the
Phoeni x. Col onel Bernard J. Addington, who is the
king of kings and the lord of lords and the |ight of
the true God in the Wite House, is to be reveal ed.
W have a difficulty and we have a sol ution. The
solution is in wunderstanding race relations, in
under st andi ng communi ty devel opnent, in understandi ng
all the crinmes and the hurts that have gone on, on
pl anet earth, Bernie is nost capable of doing that.

MR, COMACHO  Excuse ne, nma’ am

V5. ADDI NGTON: He is --

MR. COVACHO  Excuse ne, |'m sorry, but
this is not for political candi dates.

V5. ADDI NGTON: It isn't.

MR, COMACHO This is for the comunity.
If you have a point, please nake it.

MS. ADDINGTON: [I'mgoing to finish it,
pl ease | et ne.

MR. COVACHO Pl ease, nake it, please.

M5. ADDI NGTON: He is of all nations and
all races and he has that understanding. W have a
difficulty because he's tall, broad shoul dered, can
take care of everything and has a very, very dark skin
but he’s invisible.

MR COVACHO Ma'am your two mnutes are
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up.

V5.  ADDI NGTON: Just a mnute. He's
I nvi si bl e.

MR COMACHO I'msorry, na’am Your two
m nutes are up. Ann Heart? Ann Heart?

M5. HEART: Yes, ny nane is Ann Heart and
Il would Iike to take this opportunity as an educator
in this city and a concerned parent and active
participant in the community and the church that for
all constituents; |eaders, CEO s, corporate |eaders,
busi ness people, mnisters, Ph.Ds, EDDs, MXOs,
COO s, take a position and grab ahold of the community
peopl e, especially parents and get parents invol ved.

| am concerned about today’ s youth and
what is occurring in our schools that is spilling into
the streets and is occurring once again, back into the
classroom And all of you here today on the panel, in
the audience, here representing each and every
affiliate, we need to take responsibility and take
charge and stand up for the |eadership of our youth
and | hope we <can do that «collectively and
col l aboratively. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

MR, COMACHO  Jane Jones?

MS. JONES: Thank you. [’ m Jean Jones
from Arizona Public Service Conpany and we hel d over

from the earlier session because of several things
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that had been presented to us about the need for the
private sect or to accept a chall enge and
responsi bility for changi ng and shaping the world in
which we live and in which our custonmers |ive.

Omar DeM chael (ph) which many of you
know, one if his outgoing challenges for those of us
who remain in Arizona Public Service Conpany, said the
one thing that he did not acconplish of the many
wonderful things that he did do there was we did not
acconplish what we set out to do in terns of
diversity. So rather than wait for |egislation or
anyone else to tell us what to do, we felt it was
I mportant that we make change happen at the top and
had an opportunity to shape and change the Arizona
Publ i c Service Conpany Board of Directors.

And |I'm very proud to say that our
I nvestors and our shareholders and our conpanies
supported us in that effort and in June of 1997, we
appoi nted four new nenbers to our board who are
reflective of the community we serve. Thank you

MR, COMACHO.  Santos Vega?

DR. VEGA: |'m Santos Vega from Hi spanic
Research Center at Arizona State University and
there’'s three questions here fromthe Board. And |I'm
not sure if it’s the sanme board that was in this
norning. \Wat | had down was follow up from those

presentations. There are three questions. |In order
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to solve racial issues and problens and prejudice if
you could keep in mnd that nuch of this pattern of
behavi or begin at the el enmentary schools and that many
tinmes the schools find thensel ves being prejudiced by
system c institutions.

For exanple, the funding of schools in
Arizona has for many, many, many years been unfair so
that sone kids don’t have the same type of equi pnent
or classroom space or books, that sort of thing. So
one area that needs to be looked at is that the youth
and the funding, in order to avoid dropouts and
prejudice |later on, because in this country -- this
norning a |ady said, "The fourth question we always
ask is where do you work"”, not only your name and who
you are, but where do you work.

And we seemto be sending so many of our
youth either into | ow working positions or prisons.
And so that brings ne to the second point, there needs
to be done an analysis of the Board that we have a
behavior in Amrerica of downgrading all manual | abor
and people that work with their hands. So we can
start to | ook at how we can create vocational school s,
vocational schools that will prepare youth with the
right skills in order to gain better enploynent and
the third is that we don’t seemto put any noney into
adult education in the conmunities.

W need to help people get reskilled
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because of the trenmendous change in technology. So if
we want to stop prejudice and discrimnation, we need
to ook at the system c causes of these issues and
probl enms. Thank you.

MR. COMACHO  Doctor Vega, thank you.

(Appl ause)

MR. COVACHO Rosalia Garcia?

M5. GARCIA: | amRosalia Garcia. |I'ma
citizen and a native born Arizonian and one of ny
Issues is I'm a small business owner in Chandler
Arizona. | was a bilingual elenentary school teacher
for nine years. Anyway ny thing that I worry about is
redevel opnent in our cities and | tend to feel that
redevel opnent of inner-cities and downtown areas
particularly in Chandl er, effect comunities and they
effect people and | think that was one of the basis
for the sweeps. Thank you.

MR. COVACHO Thank you.

(Appl ause)

MR. COVACHO  Roger Axford?

DR AXFORD. Thank you. |’ m Doctor Roger
Axf ord. Doctor Franklin and M. Conmacho, |I'm a
eneritus professor at Arizona State University, the

aut hor of four books called Black Anerican Heros,

Spani sh Speaki ng Heros, Native Anericans and _Too Long

Silent Japanese Anericans Speak Qut.

One of the reasons the President sent us




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

29

here, sent this conmttee is because there were two
concentration canps in this state. Now, a nessage
back to the President; would you carry this to him
Doctor Franklin, my colleague fromthe University of
Chi cago? Ask himto release Peter MDonald in the
interest of human relations and race relations.
Return himto the reservation to let himdie there.
Don’t make a Geroni no out of him

Nunber two, you wanted to know, Doctor

Franklin, where you could get the nobney. Take $100

billion from the Pentagon and put it in race
relations. 1t’'s real sinple.
(Appl ause)

Nunmber three, take this back to the
President. |In the interest of human relations, stop
maki ng land mnes and sign the treaty with the 105
ot her nations and got out of bed with Husaan. He's in
bed with Husaan. Stop making | and m nes.

(Appl ause)

Nunber four, | wll give anyone a copy of
an article called by D ane Post, if you haven't read
it, read it today, Dianna Post is the NAACP Redress
Commttee and it’'s called "It’s Tinme for Wites to
Apol ogi ze and to Pay for Slavery". That w |l shake us
up. That will shake us up

Those are the four points and | think that

wi || keep you busy and the President, too.
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MR COVACHO  Jess Toros?

MR TOROCS: M nane is Jess Toros and |
was the Hi spanic officer for the City of Scottsdale
that sued and reported civil rights violations.

(Appl ause)

| appreciate those appl ause but, believe
me, the people that deserve them are the three young
H spanics that were face down in the dirt that | spoke
of and the young Bl ack man, who had a gun to his chest
and was cal |l ed derogatory nanes. | don’'t have to be
Black or African Anmerican to know that the term
"nigger" or "no nigger zone" is offensive. | don't
have to be fenale to know that "bitch" and "cunt" are
of f ensi ve.

| don’t have to be Hi spanic to know t hat
the term"taco"” used for supervisors that are H spanic
in the Scottsdale Police Departnent is offensive. |
nmerely have to be hunman.

(Appl ause)

There has to be consequences for these
I ndividuals that do these acts and | appreciate
Attorney Ceneral Gant Wods saying that they are
all eged, but if you need a witness, Attorney Ceneral,
| amhere. So are a lot of other police officers.

(Appl ause)

M. Thomas, you said that it takes courage

in the board roomto stand up. | can guarantee you
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that ny $36, 000.00 a year that supported five people
meant as nuch to nme as your six-figure incone.

(Appl ause)

| would ask this Board to take back that
there has to be consequences to nunicipalities that
viol ate people’s civil rights and do what is wong and
It can be on the federal level. |If you hold one week
of federal subsidized taxes to the road inprovenent or
hi ghway i nprovenent to any municipality and to the
private sector, if you decided to go ahead and pul
out of that community when these things are proven in
court, that would again, turn the tide here. Thank
you.

(Appl ause)

MR COVACHO Thank you, M. Toros.
Shar on Robertson?

M5. ROBERTSON: Hel | o. " m Sharon
Robertson and | just had a couple coments fromthe
previ ous panel. | agree with M. Russell that you
should send the good old boys back to school, but
further | think ny recommendation to the President is
that we mandate and inplenment prograns in the grade
schools starting with Head Start that teach cultura
sensitivity, diversity and teaching tolerance in all
public schools and any school that gets federal
f undi ng.

And as Ms. Dewey said al so, we need not to
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set a program but to set policy and procedures that
are progressive.
(Appl ause)

MR. COVACHO  Thank you. Gene Parrish?

MR. PARRI SH: My nane is CGene Parrish
I"m a psychol ogist, educator and a nenber of the
Mari copa Branch of NAACP. For 30 years |’ve been
engaged actively in the awareness and sensitivity
relative to this issue and 30 years later we're stil
here tal ki ng about the awareness of it. M concl usion
Is that on the whole, white nmales in particular, nust
address their fear of having to conpete on a |evel
playing field in the workpl ace.

They nust al so get psychological help, if
necessary, for their displaced anger and hostility
towards the ever-changing trends in this country as
well as the world. The answer cannot be found through
joining mlitia hate groups and bonmbing public
facilities. The answer is in racial, ethnic and
gender inclusion. Thank you.

(Appl ause)
MR COVACHO. Thank you, M. Parrish

Jerry Span, |'msorry, Jerry Span.

MR.  SPAN: I"m Jerry Span, an Arizona
citizen. 1'm62 years old. | have a lot of brothers
and sisters that’'s pretty close behind ny age. |[|’ve

been in Arizona pretty much ny whole life and I can
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say a | ot of good things about Arizona because Arizona
Is ny state and there’s a ot of good stuff, but [’'m
not here to talk about the good things. |I’mhere to
tell you about the troubles that Arizona has about the
crimnals that's doing things in office, certain ones,

just a handful.

Once they're gone everything wll be
probably fine. Myself, |'m part Indian, |1’'m part
H spanic, |I'm part Black and |I'm part Wite. And
since God nade ne, |I'’m proud to be what I am And

what’ s happening in Arizona, there’'s a |ot of people
getting treated wongly. And ny nei ghborhood, where
I live was all Hi spanic people, Black people, Wiite
people and they didn’t have a |ot of noney but they
had nei ghbor hood cal |l ed the Gol den Gate.

And the city decided they wanted that | and
for thenselves to redevel op and nmake noney on and
build buildings on. So they cone and they took the
| and fromthe people, that's fine. Sone of the people
they treated right and there’s a whol e bunch of them
they didn't treat right at all because we were told
that we are dunb Mexicans that can't take care of
oursel f. That we don’t know how to fight for our
rights in court because we’'re too dunb. W don’t have
noney. W don't have no help. W are stupid
Mexi cans.

MR COMACHO M. Span, two mnutes, sir.
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MR.  SPAN: | didn't get to say what

happened.

MR.  COVACHO well, if I my remnd
everyone here that there is brochures out in the | obby
and that if you do want to go ahead and conpl ete your
statenment, you can wite to the Board and they wl|
include it in the record.

MR SPAN.  Well, there needs a governnent
I nvestigation on this and we have information and
facts and everything el se that we can show.

MR COMACHO |I'msure if you Il provide
It to them sir, they |l do sonething with it. Thank
you very nuch, sir.

MR. SPAN. My phone nunber is 273-1903.

MR COVACHO  Sure, if you' ll include that
I n your information, sonebody will get in touch with
you.

MR SPAN. And the Board, if you d pl ease
call nme and 1'Il give you information that shows
what’ s goi ng on out here.

MR. COVACHO  Thank you very nuch, sir.

MR, SPAN: 273-1903.

MR. COVACHO  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause)

MR, COMACHO  Sir.

MR. GATABI: (ph) (Statenment in Spanish)

(Appl ause)
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M/ nane is

Ni cholas CQuerrero. |’ma senior at Tucson H gh School

I n Tucson, Arizona. | commend the Advisory Board for

being here today. As a youth, | found one solution

where you can break down racial Dbarriers

and

m sconcepti ons. This intensive program which is

sponsored by the National Conference

called Any Town. Any Town

growi ng, expandi ng and uniting.

There were several stages

t hr ough. One was getting
breaki ng down those stereotypes.

getting a clear perception of who I

am

ECCJ that's

that |

Is an atnosphere for

went

to know ny peers and

The second was

| | earned

what we hope, fear and seek binds us together.

Town had nade a dream of

Any

har nrony beconme a unifying

reality. Watch how vegetables, fruit, flowers grow in

the sanme garden. That garden is unity.

We, as the

people of this nation, nust surpass any barriers and

educate each other about
groups of people.

This is why |

i ndi vi dual s and not

about

urge you to support Any Town

t hrough funding. Any Town cannot do it w thout you.

Pl ease. Thank you.

(Appl ause)
MR COVACHO
MR, MEYERS:

Thank you.

Good afternoon,

agai n.

I’ m
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Jesse Meyers and I'mstill Jesse Meyers. | was told
that | could finish and soneone fromthe staff would
talk to ne. And so | tried to talk to sonebody from
that staff and she said, "W don’'t want to hear that".
She sure did, Ms. CGonzales, if you re going to | ook at
me strange like I'’m nmaking up stuff.

And so | went through the trouble of going

to get the information, ny docunentation and showed

her part of it. "I still don't want to see this".
And she said, "This is a listening session for
President dinton". And she said, "W can’'t do

anyt hi ng about your problenmt. And | said, "Isn't he
the President? 1Isn't he the one that put the federal
judge -- he's the one that put -- Judge Carroll is a
Denocrati c appoi nt ee.

The person that fired ne, Robert Persano
Is a Denocratic appointee and the Judge Jack Saliu
(ph), who will not nmake a determ nation on ny firing
case, he’s an enployee of the U S. Governnent. Wat
IS President dinton there for, just to have sonethi ng
to watch on tel evision?

MR. COVACHO  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause)

MR.  KI NG (Speaks Navajo) W nane is
Aaron King and I'’m Native Arerican and Filipino. |'m
going to go ahead and introduce nyself like | was told

by my elders. Again, nmy nane is Aaron King. | cone
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fromAkma Altim(ph) whichis Gla River Pima and |’ m
Danai a (ph) which is Navajo born fromthe Kinklachini
(ph) and Kianni (ph) clans, that’s the Red House and
the Towering clans. | was taught to introduce nyself
this way in order to pay respects to all ny listeners
and all ny ancestors which grant nme this chance.

I’malso here, like ny brother before ne,
to speak about Any Town. Any Town is a good program
Any Town, it’s hard to sum up the experience you go
through in this canp because it’s a place in your
heart that you always wanted to be. Any Town pronotes
unity. I could be considered bi-racial. If the
governnent forces ne to choose, | coul d be considered
Native American or Filipino. | could be considered an
urban Indian but | am an individual and | believe
that’s where it starts with each and every one of us
in here and that’s what the solution is going to be.

That’ s what Any Town provides, a chance to
be an individual and I wll just kind of wap it up
here. Everybody is in ny prayers and | invite anybody
to find out about Any Town and cone up to canp. Thank
you.

MR. COVACHO Thank you. Yes, sir.

MR. FLYNN: Hello. MW nane is Carlisle
Flynn and I’ m one of three directors of the Arizona
Cvil Rights Mwvenent. And I1'd |ike to touch on the

Chandl er incident real briefly. W talked about the
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civil rights violations that occurred there but we
sort of overlooked one thing that was the physica
abuse that was created by the police departnent.

It's reflective of t he cul tura
Insensitivity that that departnment has towards the
community and we feel that there should be nore
training. Actually, people don't need to be trained
on howto inter-relate with others, but that may be a
politically charged issue and we feel -- our
organi zation feels that a political forum should be
set up to address this type of issue. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

MR, COVACHO. Yes.

MS. FEEDS:. (ph) My nane is Lindsay Feeds.
I’m 16 and attending Corona Del Sol High School in
Tenpe and |’ m dedi cated to pronoting and cel ebrati ng
diversity. I’ve long held the belief that in our
prioritization of itenms in our life we, in fact,
determne who we are. So it seens that a governnent
Is at |east sonmewhat determned by their funding
pol i cies.

| viewthis race initiative as a challenge
to the governnent priorities on funding. The voters
and legislators put the funding in place to show
t hrough their actions that one Anerica is inportant.
W need to make clear it is a priority. To

financially nmake clear to ny generation, to the next
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generation and the proceedi ng generation that inproved
human relations, race relations is crucial to one
Aneri ca.

| ask the Board to fund activities and
prograns especially in our schools and educationa
progranms |ike Any Town. | hope that we can work
towards ending ignorance through education as we
recognize simlarities, recognize differences and
appreci ate the diversity. And so we, the three of us,
we all went to Any Town this summer and that would
make about over 25,000 that have gone in the past 40
years, we’'re inviting you to visit the canp that we
believe is definitely fitting of your definition of a
prom sing practi ce.

And so we offer you this gift, not only to
your war drobe because there’s a shirt in there, and to
the soul because one of the shirts in there says
"Nobody’s Born a Bigot" and that’s a really inportant
st at ement .

(Appl ause)

MR. COVACHO  She’'s so excited she fell

out of her shoes. See, there is hope, there is hope.

(Appl ause)
Yes, sSir.
MR NCEL: H, ny nanme is Rubin Noel. [|'m

a public relations consultant here in Phoenix and |I’'m

not going to get this all in two mnutes, so right now
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| would like to say on this issue | would |Iike to nake
an appoi ntnment with Mary Rose WI cox and sonebody from
this Board up here and also M. -- I'msorry.

MR. COVACHO  Comacho.
NCEL: Comacho, |'m sorry.

COVACHO. O ose enough.

> 3 3

NCEL: [|’ve seen you a mllion tines
on television. You don't look the sane. But this is
about --

MR. COVACHO. | hope that’s good.

MR. NCEL: It’s very good. This is --
what | was going to say is | hope you can get wth
your reporters and everybody else, the reporters in
town, and tell themto stop taking police reports as
the gospel. They’ ve becone the greatest fiction
witers in Arizona.

(Appl ause)

The other thing is this is about wonen.
Wnmen are a mnority, aren't they? Aren’t they
considered a mnority? They tell nme they are anyway.
There was a great picture that G ant Wods gave awhile
ago. He did a good job in Chandler. There are
pockets of bigotry, there are pockets of hate and
they’'re right in the Scottsdale Police Departnent. A
handful of cops over there who take their duties |ike
Jack-booted street thugs. That’s the way they

oper at e.
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They have ki cked t hese wonen around. They

assed them They have invaded their houses

Wi t hout search warrants. Let ne give you sone facts,

we'll get down to the nitty gritty here. One wonan
110- pound worman, she had her -- her arresting officer
used her breasts for punching bags. | guess she

deserved it in Scottsdal e because she was picked up

for DU .

[Redacted per 44 U.S.C. 2204(a)(6) and 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(6)]

Anot her wonman, XXXXXXXXXXXX (ph), who is

who's who in Anerica, she’s an Emmy award judge for

t he past
institut
for four
up.

I'd |ike
tal ked t
Span.
raci sts,

three years, got taken down to a nental
lon, gotten in a nmental institution and kept
days. They gave her test like --

MR. COVACHO. Sir, your two mnutes are

MR. NCEL: Two minutes are up? Anyway,
to talk to those people, especially | never
o Mary Rose.

MR. COVACHO  Thank you very nuch, sir.

(Appl ause)

M5. SPAN. Hello, ny name is Darl ene Lopez
I’m a victimand I’m not only a victim of

I"malso a victimof political corruption in

Phoeni x and | have phot ographs to prove what happened

to ne and | want to quickly show them because a

pi cture

is worth 1,000 words.

And everybody hides this event, where ny
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not her and father at the age of 75 were beat up by | aw
enforcenment officers and there was three Hi spanic
ot her officers who wanted to testify but they were not
allowed to testify at the federal court here in
Arizona and so then they -- we got -- they lied and
t hey convicted us of the crinme because ny nother and
father died as the result of the beating.

And it started with the Gty of Phoenix
officials taking our land at the Golden Gate area
where it’s Hi spanic people and I’ m part Hi spanic and
|"mpart Black and I'mpart Indian and |I'’mpart Wite
and | have -- they had a class that they called |ow
econom c |level and they abused those people. And |
woul d ask -- | take this as a bl essing that President
Cinton sent sonebody down. It’s like an Arny of
angels comng to finally help people here in Arizona.

Two thousand famlies were taken out of
their homes and about half of those were abused.
Federal funds were m sused, m sappropriated and put in
the -- lined a |lot of people s pockets. And I want to
give the evidence to you, if you fol ks woul d, please,
up there on the panel take it with you because in
Phoeni x no one wll stand up for the people s rights
here because this is too serious and | want to show
you the crine.

MR. COVACHO WMa’'am if you could, right

now the Board -- ma’ amthe Board does not have enough
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time for this right now

M5. LOPEZ: | wanted to show you. My 75-
year old nother is bleeding. She got beat up and |
want you to see. Everybody tries to hush everything
up. Their civil rights were violated. They were
taken -- | was thrown in the street, ny nomwas nade
honel ess. Her business was bull dozed and she got not
one penny, zero, for relocation. And the governnent
| aws say we were supposed to get relocated. W were
supposed to have a hone. It took us 35 years of | abor
to buy our American dream hone.

It was taken by city officials in Phoeni x
and ny nother went to the court and put in a petition
to look at this inproper |and take by Bob Logen (ph)
Econom ¢ Devel opnent and other city officials. And
they sent these two thugs out to beat us up. And they
ki cked in the door of nmy father’s house and he died
within a nonth on Father’s Day.

MR, COMACHO  Ma’ am

MS. LOPEZ: They beat nme up. | need your
hel p and I’ m beggi ng, please listen to nmy story. If
you don’t, nobody will, they will keep it hushed in
Phoeni x.

MR. COVACHO  Ckay, thank you, ma’am

M5, LOPEZ: At | east sonebody Iisten,
pl ease, and | take this as God sending you and we need

you here in Phoeni x because of racismthat is covered
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up.

MR.  COVACHO Thank you, ma’ am Thank
you.

(Appl ause)

Ma’ am your nane is on the record. Thank
you. Sir.

MR. HI CKS: Good afternoon. M nanme is
James T. Hcks. |’mthe second vice president of the

Maricopa Branch  of the NAACP and committee
coordinator. On behalf of the Maricopa County Branch
of the NAACP, we applaud President Clinton and his
di stingui shed panel for this healthy dial ogue.

Thr oughout the day we’ve discussed the
many inequities within our environnment. My only
question is, what is our next step and how do we
proceed from here. Recogni zing that the Maricopa
County Branch of the NAACP stands in the forefront of
valuing our diversity while enbracing equality and
justice for all, we are asking a very sinple question.
Where do we go from here?

We stand ready to serve in any and all
matters possible while recognizing that together we
can overcone any obstacle but divided we wll
certainly fall. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

MR. COVACHO  Yes, sir.

MR FOSALA: Hello, ny name is Tony Fosal a
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(ph) and 1'd like to echo what Attorney Montoya
earlier nmentioned in his comments and that is that the
di sparate and discrimnatory treatnent of mnorities
I's ranpant anong all levels of |aw enforcenent from
the local to the federal Ievel. | personally have
been subjected to discrimnatory treatnent and al so
violations of ny civil rights in the [ast five years.
And all this has resulted fromny follow ng the system
and filing conplaints, letters that | have witten to
t he Departnent of Justice, congressnen, et cetera.

In one particular incident | was suspected
of being American’s nost wanted crimnal, solely
because of ny race. And | filed those conplaints,
not hi ng was done. The Mesa Police Departnent, they
were very arrogant about it. They clainmed that the
way they posed it was accelerated policy failure.

The Chandl er Police Departnent said, "W
have conducted a thorough investigation into the
events surrounding this incident and the investigation
reveal ed actions were not consistent with departnental
policy and procedures. Appropriate disciplinary
action, renedial training and policy review wll be
adm nistered to insure future inproved performance”.
That was dated January the 20th, 1993.

What happened here | ast nonth, two nonths
ago in Chandler, nothing. Now also two weeks ago on

my way to a golfing event down in Geen Valley,
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Arizona, as | entered the golfing devel opnent, | was
stopped by the Border Patrol and I was told it was an
I mm gration stop. Since when does the border extent
30, 40 mles beyond the border.

(Appl ause)

Now, the other point and nmy nost foca
point that | want to bring out is if you will please
wite down this police report nunber, Cochise County
| nvestigative Report Nunber 94-2916. |In that report,
ny nephew, 23 years old, and a fellow friend also in
his twenties, were col d-bl oodedly nurdered by an off-
duty border patrolman while these young man, al ong
with the border patrol man who was there cel ebrating ny
nephew s twenty-third birthday.

This young man -- | nmean, this border
patrol man - -

MR. COVACHO. Sir, your two mnutes are
up, Sir.

MR FOSALA: (kay, what I'd like to do is
that this investigation be re-opened and the treatnent
that goes on in the border patrol not only against
i1legal immagrants but anong our own U.S. citizens is
beyond -- is reprehensible and that it needs to be
stopped. Thank you.

MR. COVACHO Thank you.

(Appl ause)
M5. PATTERSON. Yes, this is a copy of ny
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file, partial copy. It includes newspaper articles,
ASU docunents, state governnment docunents and ny
| awsuit in Federal Court.

MR, COVMACHO  What is your nane, please,
ma’ anf

M5.  PATTERSON: My nane is Bobbi
Patterson. | worked at Arizona State University for
Six years in a departnment where the director used
racial slurs such as "burr head", "wetbacks", "slant
eyes", "turban head", and "Jap". Epitaphs for wonen
were "MJ bitches”, "dunmb broad", "dingy broad", "dunmb
bi tch" and on and on.

| went to EECC and for three years they
fooled around with my conplaint. They gave ne a
letter that says, "It is not necessary that you be
represented by an attorney while we handl e your case.
If not, you'll lose every right in court you have".
| contacted the U S. Departnent of Education, the U S
Comm ssion on Cvil Rights, the US.  Justice
Departnment, EEOC, ny representative in the US.
Congress, the CGovernor’s office, the Governor’'s Ofice
for Affirmative Action for Wnen, the Attorney
General’s Ofice in 1993 and 1995.

|’ve contacted five legislators in the
state of Arizona, the Board of Regents, Maricopa
County Attorney’'s Ofice and the Canpus Police and

nobody will do a thing. Now, the Board of Regents
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needs to take control of the affirmative actions at
the three universities and let themreport directly to
the Board of Regents and quit tap dancing on a string

before the President.

(Appl ause)

MR, COMACHO  Yes, mm’ am

M5. MORRELL: | am Jean Morrell a former
busi nesswoman. | have lived in this state all ny
life. | was born here as well as ny relatives from
the 1800’ s. We have environnental racismin this

city. They have |ocated nunerous, at one tine the
county thought 900 businesses in ny inpoverished area
and the nonent | called the EPA in 1989, | have been
subjected to untold violations of ny civil rights and
those of ny famly.

At this present tinme, the city of Phoenix
has been wusing an organization of a neighborhood
association called Geen Gables to further violate ny
civil rights. The nonent you conplain, that’'s when
you are charged frivolous violations and it conti nues
forever. Last night | had a call from M. WIlard
Chin, who is the Director of the Environnmental Justice
Division. Hs mail that was sent to ne two weeks ago,
as well as any other mail that | get from federa
officials, are opened.

You can see the envel opes, that every one

of them have been opened. | have contacted | awers
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and they tell ne they want big bucks. The doctors and

nurses cane to nme when | was still in business to ask
me if | would support their efforts to close down
Browning Ferris Industries. 1In the neantine, | found

out all those other businesses have poi soned ny fell ow
community, all of them

MR,  COVACHO Your two mnutes are up,
ma’am Thank you. Yes, sir.

(Appl ause)

MR, GRACE: Good afternoon, ny nane is
Jesse Grace and | have a bilingual kindergarten class
here in Phoenix at Garcia Elenentary School and I’'m
here to express -- to echo and to further the cal
that went out earlier for a better conprehensive
curriculum dealing with race issues, dealing wth
multi-culturalismin our schools. 1’ve been trying to
with ny class and 1’ve nostly nmade up ny own
curriculumthere, and | just wanted to share a story.

The reason that | sent out this call is
because | feel that nmulti-cultural issues need to be
addressed in order to deal with divisions on all
| evel s, not just black/white, not just Hi spanic and
white but al so between African Anmerican and Hi spanic
-- Mexi can Anmerican, Hispanic American conmunities.
Al'so in having a conversation with ny kindergarten
class |l ast week, we were tal king about Mrtin Luther

King day com ng up and one of ny students -- we were
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talking -- | had placed a drawi ng on the bl ackboard of
a young boy and | said, "This is ny friend. Can
anyone tell ne why he’'s sad"?

One of ny students said, "It |ooks |ike
he’s fallen in the nud". And | said, "Ckay, why do

you think that"? She said, "Wll, his skin | ooks al

dirty". | said, "What would you say if | told you
that was his skin color"? She said, "Ckay, | get it,
he’s an al skudo (ph), a dark-skinned person”. And I

said, "Okay, why do you think he’'s sad"? And she
said, "Well, | think it's because of what his nother
di d".

And | said, "Wll, what did his nother

do"? And she said, "Well, you know, it’s because of
the water”". And | said, "The water, what do you nean
by that". She said, "Well, that’s how bl ack people

are made is that their nothers drank dirty water when
t hey were pregnant and you know, that’'s how t hey cane
out". And so | had to take a step back and really
replan how I was going to address these issues. And
| think if there were nore resources available to
teachers to teach multi-culturism | think these
probl ens woul d not exist.

And if nore teachers took the tine out to
suggest these in class.

MR COVACHO Sir, your tinme is up, thank

you.
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(Appl ause)

MS. FALASKIS: Yes, ny nanme is Fal askis
and I'ma victim I'’ma victimfromthe judges as in
the city of Phoenix. | have tried to get a court
order for harassnent. This man has even cone to ny
driveway, cussed at the police and everything else,
threatened nme in front of the police. He' s an Anglo.
They didn’t haul himaway or anything but you see, and
then nmy house has been burned down.

He broke all ny wi ndows and then he goes
to the preservation and files a conpl aint agai nst ne

because the wi ndows are broken after he has done it.

|"mup to $25,000.00 of medical bills. 1’ve got one
hand, one foot and one eye now out because of -- and
they have called ne a wetback. | am not a wetback

I am half Navajo and half Hi spanic. M grandma was
rai sed here on 16th and Wod and she was up to 74 and
nobody bot hered her at all.

And I'"msorry, | can't talk about it.

MR. COVACHO  Yes, sir.

MR. OREGC Frank Oea (ph), a native of
the state of Arizona. |"’m here representing the
League of United Native Arerican Gtizens which is the
ol dest and | argest organization in the country. W
continue -- 1I'll let you know, we continue fighting
all these mtters, all these civil and human

di sobedi ence and what have you. However, we do need
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your help and I think all organizations need the help.
We have for years worked very close with the --
networked with the NAACP as well as the other
organi zations to get these things corrected.

W did correct them at one tine, we
t hought we had. Twenty-five, 30 years ago we were

doing a lot of progress. Since then we’ve held back

and we need to get back in there. It doesn't matter
how much we talk about all these incidents. They
continue to happen. | could predict that then, |

could predict it today. Unless we get these federal
laws -- and | want to go on record that I'ma firm
supporter of affirmative action as well as the C vil
Ri ghts Act of 1964 and other |laws that we need to get
into the books and reinforce them reinforce them

(Appl ause)

I was at a panel discussion with the
Tribune and all these individuals were on this paper.
They all had the sane problens we’re expressing today
right here, the sane problens. And they continue to
go on and on and it’'s time that we do sonething. It’'s
time and | think this is the place to do it. W talk
about these terrible things that happen to individuals
as well as the immgrants, the things that happened in
Chandl er.

Let ne tell you, LUNAC got involved in

this inmmgration business about 25 years ago and no
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one ever heard about it. W were saying nmake these
individuals in this country who have been here 25, 30
years, make themcitizens now Eventually a |aw cane
about, | think the Reform Act of 1986 that President
Reagan signed. W then we also said renbve certain
things that are effecting, will effect our citizens,
the new immgrants. So --

MR COVACHO  Excuse ne, sir, your tinmeis
up.

MR, OREQ Thank you. | just want to |et
you know that | do appreciate being here and |
understand all the problens you' re going through and
we' Il be here to assist you whenever. Thank you.

MR,  COVACHO | know our schedule said
that the forumwould conclude at 5:30. W do want to
hear from as many people as we can, so we wll hear
fromthe people that we have left standing and al so,
a couple of the Board nenbers do have to | eave in the
next few mnutes to make airplanes. So | believe
that’s okay. So if we can just go ahead. Just to |let
you know, if you' re standing now, you will be heard,
but that is it. Yes, sir.

MS. RHOD S: H, ny nane is Melissa
Rhodi s. l’m a student. I'"m 22 years old. I
graduated from Central H gh School in Central Phoeni x
and I'’mnow a senior at Wllsley College in Wllsley,

Massachusetts. | have a very brief question and it’s
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not a rhetorical question, so I'd appreciate if
Chai rman John Hope Franklin or another nenber of the
Board could answer it very briefly.

MR. COVACHO  Excuse ne, that wasn't the
pur pose of the forumtoday. They're here to listen,
not necessarily answer any questions regarding the
Adm ni stration’s policy on any issue.

M5. RHODI'S: Okay, |'ll sonehow make ny
gquestion into a statenent then.

MR. COVACHO  Ckay.

M5. RHODIS: One of the nost wi dely used
and perhaps |l east effective nethods of distributing
funds for public schools is based upon property taxes.
This systemis clearly disadvantagi ng the urban poor

and the urban poor are disproportionately people of

col or. I wanted to know in your report to the
President will you advise a plan to nmake school
funding nore egalitarian? | think that this is
essenti al .

| would like to see public education be
paid for differently. | believe that we need to
distribute funds in a nore egalitarian fashion.

MR. COVACHO Thank you.

(Appl ause)

CHAl RVAN FRANKLIN: | just want to say, we
wi Il address the education issue. | can't say that we

wll do it exactly like you want it but we wll
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address the education issue in our report to the

Presi dent .

(Appl ause)

V5. CONRAD: My name is Ruth Johnson
Conrad and Doctor Franklin, 1'd like you to tell

President Cinton that in spite of all the negative
criticism your panel has received as sone kind of
snoke front or snoke screen, | think that President
Clinton is definitely concerned. I know that | am
concerned about race relations.

| came to this neeting this afternoon
because | was very excited about this open forum and
| could not wait to get here. But once | arrived, |
was sad. | passed five people comng into this forum
and | always say hello, | always nmake eye contact and
not one person | ooked at nme or said a word. As nuch
as I'd like to believe that |egislation can change
things, |I'm a grassroots person. | think that it
starts on an individual basis.

You’ ve got to start by saying hello to
that person you neet on the street. You' ve got to say
hell o when you neet sonebody in the grocery store.
When you go to a PTA neeting or you take a class at a
community coll ege, you ve got to talk to those people
in that classroom You' ve got to talk to people on
the street. | didn't raise any bigots.

|"ve raised three children. | also had a
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day care in ny hone. | had German children. | had
bi-racial children. | had Laotian children. As Any
Town people said, bigots are not born, they are
raised. So if we want to change this thing and really
turn it around, if we’'re serious and we’'re not just
tal king out of another opening in our body, then let’s
do it individually. Let’s speak openly, let’s speak
honestly when we neet one another.

Don’t have a public face and don’t have a
private face. Have the sane face, because, you know,
a chainis only as strong as its weakest |link, so if
| fall, you re going domn with ne. So let’s stay up
t oget her.

(Appl ause)

MR COVACHO  Thank you, ma’am Yes, sSir.

REV. MORRILL: My nane is Right Reverend

Steve Morrell. You heard fromny aunt earlier, Jean
Morrill. I'"d like to confirm nmuch of what she was
saying is true. In fact, everything she was saying is

true but I'd Iike to go into a little nore specific
detail very briefly.

Since the 1950's we’'ve had nunerous
conpani es that have been dunping toxic chemcals into
our groundwater and have been doing so up until very
recently. Also for quite a nunber of years, they have
been burning these toxic chemcals in incinerators

around the Valley. So when these chemicals went into
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the water, they had no idea that they woul d spread out
as far as they woul d.

Now, we’'re being told by the officials
from the Federal Governnent that the toxic plune
spreads fromWIIlians Air Force Base to Luke Air Force
Base. Those are on two opposite ends of the Valley,
whi ch nmeans everybody in this roomis drinking toxic
wat er . W are bathing in toxic water. W are
breathing this stuff out of the air. Mny peopl e have
already died fromthis stuff. Many nore of us, nyself
i ncluded, are dying fromit now.

| can tell you that it's very difficult to
get anything done about it. Your doctors don’'t want
to test you for the presence of these chemcals. MW
doctor, Doctor Jeffrey Fisher, refuses to. He doesn't
want to have any part of it. Thi s environnental
racismis going on all the way around the country.
It’s not just here. And our local officials not only
allowit, they pronote it, not just the environnental
racism but the many other forns of racismthat you' ve
heard about today.

| ve been working with Dol ores, the Indian
| ady who was standing up here before. | can tell you
they are going out of their way to help her be
har assed.

MR COVACHO Sir, your time is up. Thank

you.
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(Appl ause)

M5. BARRETT: M nane is Lisa Barrett and
| am a bel eaguered teacher from Mesa, Arizona. | have
been told that | ama troublemaker. In Mesa, if the
panel doesn’t know it, African Americans in the East
Valley are few and far between and if Mesa and ot her
parts of the East Valley has it their way, as
Scottsdale, they will keep it that way.

| work in a predominantly white district
and | have been told, as | said, that | amthe problem
when | bring up issues related to not only African
Anerican kids, but all people of color and white kids,
too. They tell ne that before | got to that district,
they did not have any problens. So | brought the
probl ens to Mesa.

I, like the | ady before, | filed an EECC
case and got nowhere. So you tell Bill for ne that
EECC is a straw man. |t doesn’t do anything.

(Appl ause)

Ckay. My famly has suffered. | continue
to suffer and I nean enotionally. | have had an ALCU
| awyer tell me that | | ook too good to go to court.
kay? We're talking problens. Tell Bill for ne that
education is not the answer since the majority of
teachers in this country are white. W0 is going to

educate the educators?

(Appl ause)
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Because | see no educators -- few, |
shoul dn’t say no because it’s never all or none, but
| have been doing nmulti-cultural training for years.

They have cut ne out of things. They have
di scrim nated against ne in Mesa. Thank you.

MR COVACHO Excuse ne, nma’am your tine
IS up.

MS. BARRETT: But tell M. dinton that
EECC i s not the answer, nor is education the way it is
NOW.

MR. COMACHO  Thank you. Yes, nma’am

M5. POST: M nane is Diane Post. |’'m an
attorney and I’ mthe chairperson of the Legal Redress
Committee for the Maricopa County NAACP. |’ve been
doing that for three years and | nade an 11-year data
base of all the conplaints that we got and | think
that the statistics will be instructive because they
support the anecdotal evidence that has been brought
forth here today.

We get about 200 conplaints a year and of
those, 65 percent are enploynent discrimnation
complaints. O those 65 percent, over 60 percent are
conpl ai nts agai nst the governnent; city, county, state
and Federal Governnent. The kinds of conplaints that
we get, the main conplaint is firing, term nation of
enpl oynent . The second conplaint is terns and

conditions and the least is hiring.
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| agree with the panel this norning, that
hiring is probably where the nost discrimnation
occurs; however, it’s harder to prove and once you
have the job and you're fired, you have nore of an
incentive to fight about that. The kinds of
discrimnation that we see range fromvery subtle to
very blatant. Sone of the nore subtle kind is two
young nman were told at an all white store, "You're
just not right for our famly". Well, what does that
mean?

W’ ve al so had sone very blatant incidents
I n which adult black nmales have been called "boy",
"ni gger" or "spook". W also had one incident where
a white supervisor fashioned a cross out of a piece of
paper and threw it at the black enpl oyee, who had the
forethought to stanp it out and lock it in his tool box
so that he could then have that as evidence.

W also see retaliation when the NAACP
does get involved in the case. W had one enpl oyer
who told his enployee as he fired him "That's what
you get for going to the NAACP'. Wen we intervene,
by and large, the result has been denying and
stonewal ling. W’ ve had sonme successful cases. W' ve
had sone successful relationship devel op. However, by
and large they stonewall and so the people end up
having to go to the EECC.

The three solutions or the three
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suggestions that | would have for you, one and two of
whi ch you’ ve already heard; one is that the governnent
has to clean up its own house and you already know
that. The second is that the EEOCC needs drastic help
and you al ready know that.

MR. COVACHO.  Ckay, ma’am your tinme is
up.

MS. POST: And the last thing | want to
say is we have had a racial preference in this country
for over 200 years. |It’s for white males.

(Appl ause)

MR COMACHO  Excuse ne, before we go on,
I"d li ke to announce sonet hing that for the individual
who owns this car it’s probably as inportant as what
we’ re discussing now, your |ights are on. It is a
Toyota four by four dark color. The license plate is
227B as in boy, E as in Edward, P as in Paul, Arizona
i cense, Toyota four by four, your lights are on.

Yes, sir.

MR. HAVENS: Hi, ny nane is Bill Havens
and | want to bring up an issue that relates to what
| perceive to be new -- well, not necessarily new but
a novenent that’s dangerous in this country right now
having to do wth |egislating discrimnation, paving
the way for discrimnation and racism through
| egi sl ati on.

Most of you probably know that the state
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of California recently put in a bill, their
Proposition 209, which outlaws affirmative action
prograns in hiring in education institutions in that
state. Washington State also has an Initiative 200
that is the same kind of legislation. Now, in the
state of Arizona we have a state senator | read in the

Arizona Republic that is wanting to introduce that

kind of legislation in this state.

Now, as far as |’mconcerned, this is one
of the nost sinister fornms  of raci sm and
discrimnation that we can find in that it’s hidden --

(Appl ause)

-- and it'’s masked as equal rights
legislation. By trying to say that you' re elimnating
discrimnation by outlawing affirmative action, it’s
going -- | think it’s going to be well supported in
this state and | think that every organization
represented here needs to get together to fight this
kind of legislation before it gets to the table or on
the floor of our senate and | think that -- | hope
that this commttee will take back to the President
that he pl ease continue to speak out against this type
of legislation |like he did in the state of California.

Even though it didn't do any good
apparently, at |east he was speaking his mnd. And I
think that we really need to fight this kind of stuff

because all the states are junping on the bandwagon.
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Thank you.

MR, COMACHO  Thank you, sir. Yes.

VR, WADE: Good eveni ng, good evening,
Doct or Franklin. My nane is Henry Wade. | am an
entrepreneur so therefore, | don't represent anyone
but nysel f. I don't represent special interest
groups, civil rights organization, none of that. The
reason |'m here is because | have a 12-year old son
and I’ mconcerned. | have watched these things take
pl ace over the last 25 years |’ve been involved in
I ssued like this over the last 25 years, first of all,
as a nenber of the mlitary for 20 years.

And |’ ve seen things like this take pl ace
time and tine again. The reason | cone here, as |
say, I'man entrepreneur. | pay lots of taxes and if
ny tax dollars are being used for this, | want to get
sonething out of it and | want sonething to cone out
of it that’s going to be beneficial to ny 12-year old
son. So I cone to you as an individual with no
I nterest other than the fact that you work for ne as
does Bill dinton, as does Congress, as does the
senators and | want sonething for ny dollar. | want
val ue for ny dollar.

People cone to ne, ny custoners conme to
me, they want value for their dollar. I’ mcomng to
you in that light, in that vein. | appreciate you

bei ng here but | want sonething done. |If not, stop
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wasting nmy noney. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

COVMANDER FLORI AN: Doctor Franklin and
panel, ny nane is Conmander Marsha Florian. [’ m
comander with the Phoenix Police Departnent. And I'm
here to tell you about sone good news about a very
exciting program that was nade possible through a
governnment weed and seed grant. And that’s a Spani sh
emersion program where we are sending officers down
into Hernosia, Mexico to live with Mexicano famlies
so that they can experience the Hi spanic culture and
to | earn the | anguage.

| experienced that program nyself in
Decenber . | can tell you that it was the nopst
rewar di ng experience of ny life. | have many H spanic
friends but this was the first tinme that | lived in a
Mexi cano famly. | experienced their joys, the
Chri stmas season and the holidays and they treated ne
as a nenber of their famly. | increased ny |anguage
capabilities.

W sent 17 officers in Decenber and over
the period of time that we' ve been using the program
we’ ve sent alnost 80 officers and enpl oyees. It’s an
excel l ent programand we’'re doing this because we, at
the Phoenix Police Departnent are conmtted to
under st andi ng and being able to communicate with and

working wth and living with our H spanic citizens,
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our Mexicano nei ghbors. W want to know. We want to
be able to speak and officers are going and changi ng.
And it’s an excellent program | have good news. |I’'m
happy to tell you about it.

(Appl ause)

MR, COMACHO. Thank you.

M5. WADDELL: M nane is El ai ne Waddel | .
|"’m 17 years old and | would like to wel cone you al
to Arizona and good evening. M main problemis |I'm
with the Anmerican |ndian Mvenent Youth Council of
Arizona and we are the ones who are trying get the
term the S term referring to wonen’'s genitalia
renoved fromthe nanmes throughout Arizona.

W are trying to get it replaced back to
Iron Mountain which is the name that it was before any
settlers came over here by the Acoma Autam (ph)
peopl e. That is the nanme, Iron Muntain. And ny
concern is that you people support not using the N
word for the black people or the S word that is
derogatory toward the Mexican people. Then why don’t
you support us when we cone to you for this and if you
-- the people who naned this we are hoping that they
name this thinking that it was an I ndi an woman but it
does not refer to that. It is referring to a woman’s
genitalia area and we’'re asking that you side with us.
I f you support the N word not being used and the S

word for the H spanic derogatory not being used, then
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why don’t you support us. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

MR, COMACHO.  Thank you.

MR MALLERY: Hello, | was invited here by
Scot t sdal e Mayor Sam Canpana today to share ny nessage
with you all. First, we would Iike to thank you for
taking the tinme. | say we because --

MR. COVACHO Can | have your nane, sSir?

MR,  MALLERY: My name is Travis D
Mal lery. First, we would like to thank you for taking
the time to hear our dreanms and for |listening to our
request. Before we go on, | would |ike to sincerely
comment President Cinton and yourselves for peace
relations progress over the year was sonething we
needed to do to show our support and appreciation for
her -- his sincere conpassion before we went on.

My nanme is Travis D. Mallery, owner of
Heartfelt Art, a line of greeting cards, tee shirts
and custom art pieces that strives to spread inter-
raci al peace in as nmany ways as possible. | also have
a dream Wth the involvenent of many upstanding,
prom nent and giving Valley conpanies such as
International Mil Processing, K96 Christian Radio,
Nokes (ph) Marketing, Shasta Pools and the United Vay,
we have an ultimate goal with Heartfelt Art’'s inter-
raci al novenent of peace.

The first step is to stop judging
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everything as a whole especially our state. Now, take
30 seconds as you have taken all day to listen to
conplaints and please listen to this nmessage that wl|
be all over the world hopefully wth your help. If
you can perceive this, we can achieve this. Picture
inter-racial peace. |Is it inpossible, make believe,
unreal that if a falling star dropped we would only
wish to heal, the hate formed prejudice attitudes
peopl e seemto often display with harsh and hurtful
wor ds crushi ng hearts when peopl e say.

It’s al nost everywhere. W try to run, we
try to hide. Inter-racial unity is the answer for run
and hide, we've tried. It’s wunreal and hurts
everybody, one is better because of race. Put every
race together, there should be a smle on every face.
There is love to feel if we would all just try and
cone together for awhile. Just think if we were al
one hearted you d see smle upon smle upon smle.

For black or white isn’t known at birth,
not even ages one, two or three. Every race unite,
pat your nei ghbors back and see what a beautiful place
this world would be filled with ove and not wth
pain. Inter-racial peace would fill all hearts and no
one ever woul d conpl ain.

We're seeking your support, President
Cinton’s Race Advisory Board in presenting Heartfelt

Arts’ inter-racial peace custompoetry art glass piece
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that is in the | obby because we couldn’t bring it in
here, to President Adinton on behalf of Heartfelt Art,
al |l supporters and supporting conpani es and believe it
or not, Arizona. W are requesting that President
Cinton fight the ignorance of racismin this state in
this world with us and propose to the United Nations
that we cone together worldw de and nmake inter-racial
peace the United Nations’ worl dw de ant hem

What woul d be acconplished?

MR. COVACHO  Thank you, sir.

MR. MALLERY: One, letting everyone know

MR COVACHO Sir.

MR. MALLERY: -- never to judge anything
as a whole. W are all individuals.

MR COVMACHO Sir, I'msorry, | don’t mean
to be rude, but your tinme is up. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

MR RANDALL: | am Paul Randall. | am an
educator at Arizona State University, a nenber of
PASFE, Cathy Montaro president. Much of what |
wanted to say has already been expressed but there’s
one -- and that’'s good so | can nove on to a nore
serious concern. Qur organi zation believes that
serious discussions nust take place and that we
mustn’t wait until there’s a crisis to have

di scussi ons about race.
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| have in ny hand a di agnosti c manual of
psychol ogi cal disorders and psychol ogists and
psychiatrists repr esent an abandonnent of
responsibility on this issue. They know that racism
those who are effected by this vile illness, is a
di sease. It can be treated but they choose for sone
reason not to do so. One psychol ogi st states that a
treatnment for these individuals is incarceration.

That’s one treatnent you can give them
radi cal surgery and another says death. So if a
psychol ogist would go as far as to nake that
observation, | think it speaks to the seriousness of
this issue. | was noved nearly to tears listening to
the wvarious ones discuss their encounters wth
racists. Let’s call it what it is. Let’s dispense
with this business about discrimnation, the cultural
diversity and prejudice to -- in reference to racism

It is a very serious issue and | would
like -- our organization would like to see this
classified and see these people treated nedically. |If
you can treat schizophrenia using governnent noney,
treat these people to rid this fromour society.

MR, COMACHO  Thank you, sir. Yes.

M5. EI SENBERG |’ mEl eanor Ei senberg with
the Arizona Cvil Liberties Union and | want to concur
wi th the expression of support for affirmative action

that has already been stated by several speakers and
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| rise not for the purpose of repetition but to
beseech you to ask President Cdinton to nake a nore
spirited and conmtted defense and support of
affirmati ve action progranms which are under siege
nat i onw de.

I’ma survivor of the California Prop 209
wars and we're going to have to do it again here in
Arizona. It’'s unclear whether or not there’'s going to
be a ballot initiative but there have already been
several bills introduced in the Arizona |egislature
whi ch opened its session on Monday to do away wth
affirmative action. At |east one of them exactly
tracks the | anguage of Prop 209.

I mencouraged that there are people here
whose faces | saw this norning who are committed
enough to spend their entire day here. [ m
di scouraged by the fact that there aren’t nore peopl e.
| was terribly discouraged by the results of the
struggle in California on 209 but |’m encouraged
because in Houston, Texas, they were able to repel an
attack on affirmative action and preserve the program
t here.

It can be done and we need to do it here
working in coalition, |obbying and at the grassroots
| evel and the ACLU stands to work with people to do

that. Thank you.

(Appl ause)
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MR COVACHO  Thank you, ma’am Yes, sir.

MR TRAVARCO. H, John Hope Franklin and
fellow commttee nenbers. |I'’mMke Tramarco. | |ead
t he noon mass rosary at Saint Francis Xavi er cathedral
sized church in North Phoenix and |’m proud that
you' ve come to Phoeni x and |’ m proud, super proud that
as a good Denocrat that President Ginton has sel ected
Phoeni x for this wonderful sem nar program

When | brought the bus schedul e bookl et up
there, | worked very hard on trans Propositions 1 and
2 and | have some brochures I'd like to give, just a
second. GCkay, you take these six up there. Now, what
I"mtrying to do is this; I'd like very nuch to have
-- I'’d like to ask your panel to ask President dinton
to elimnate discrimnation by del ay.

As an exanple, we worked very hard on
Trans Proposition 1 and 2. It only lost by about 200
votes. \What happened was at the election, | had a
great idea about having a public donation fund for
Sunday/ hol i day bus service which Mayor Rinsza has
approved of and asked Deputy Mayor Jack Tevlan (ph) to
start. The trouble is we don't have the funds
apparently for a publicity canpaign for this wonderful
publ i c donation fund for Sunday/holiday bus |ist which
the public, all 43 mllion annual riders in Phoeni X
can contribute to it.

Wul d you pl ease ask President dinton, as
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this is a good exanple of discrimnation by delay,
where people want this. Qur bus systemis integrated.
It’s a wonderful all Anerican bus system but they
delay things in essence on this and nost of the
Mexi can Americans and Bl ack Arericans live in District
7 and 8 on the west and south side. And w Il vyou
pl ease ask him to get their commttee -- city
councilmen on the transportation «city council
subcommittee so that we can elimnate discrimnation
by delay and particularly in this case, would you
pl ease ask to have funds for a public -- ask himto
get a publicity canpaign for the public donation fund
for Sunday and holiday bus service i mediately.

And thank you very nuch for your tine.
It’s wonderful having you in Phoenix. Pl ease cone
back. Phoenix is a great city. God bl ess.

MR. COVACHO Thank you.

MR ENRI QUEZ: Thank you. M nane is M ke
Enriquez and I'’m an architect. |1’ m here by nyself,
representing mnyself. I’m the fourth H spanic to
graduate fromASU with a degree in architecture and |
don’t know whet her that says good or bad about Arizona
but that's pretty typical of Arizona.

Over the last 15 years |’ve spent a
tremendous anount of tine in housing projects,
I nspecting houses and | just wanted to bring to the

committee i nformation about t he anpunt of
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discrimnation that occurs in housing construction.
The Attorney Ceneral tal ked today about the agreenent,
the settlenent of $3 mllion. Well, it’s really just
the tip of the iceberg because in Arizona $3 mllion,
the lenders loan that by 10: 00 o’ clock in the norning
every day.

You know, it's really a big problem and
what 1’ ve noticed over the years, for exanple, is that
you have no -- there’'s only one builder in the state
that has a Hi spanic superintendent. There are no
bl ack superintendents in housing projects, none
what soever. There’s also a trenendous anount of hate
and hate crines, hate signs all over these housing
proj ects.

You |ook at some  of these nice
subdivisions in the north part of town or the east
part of town, if you'll go into sone of the houses
under construction, you'll find graffiti, anti-
mnority graffiti everywhere. Now, you nmay say why
bring something up like this, this is independent
bui |l di ng people building houses. These are not
I ndependent houses. These are houses insured by the
Federal Governnent under the FHA and the VA program

| brought this to the attention of the VA
and they just kind of laugh it off. They’ re not
interested in getting involved in the discrimnation

I ssues under the VA lending policy. Yet, under the
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Equal Housing Qpportunity Act, it says that there can
be no discrimnation under appraisal or housing
| endi ng and under appraisal it fits the category of
bui | di ng these houses. And so | would just bring that
I nformati on to you.

And another sad thing is | am the only
Hispanic in the entire state of Arizona who can
I nspect the house and have it insured and funded by
t he Federal Governnment and |I’man architect and it’s
ridiculous to have that kind of qualification for a
mnority to do this job when the Anglos, they cone out
of construction jobs and they give themthis position,
this authority to inspect those houses. But for
mnorities, we have a triple standard.

MR, COMACHO  Sir, your time is up.

MR. ENRI QUEZ: Thank you very nuch.

MR COMACHO Thank you. W are a little
bit running short on time, so | would ask if the
remai ni ng speakers, we do want to hear fromyou but if
you coul d keep your remarks as close to a mnute as
possi bl e, please, we’'d appreciate it.

MR COLSON. My nane is Joel A son, Doctor
Frankl i n. I"’m a great admrer of your works. I
woul d like to ask the panel if they woul d address what
| think to be the key issue in the race probl emtoday
and that is the problem -- the issue of white

privilege. And by white privilege I nean habits and
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val ues, custons and the actions both deliberate and
passi ve by gover nnment s and busi ness t hat
systematically privilege white folks in the areas of
education, school education, business and basically
every aspect of our society.

When | punp gas at a CGrcle Kand | don't
have to worry about getting green carded, that’'s white
privilege. When | get in trouble wth the |aw and
bei ng a young person, it happens once in awhile, not
having to fear getting knocked up beside the head by
a police officer at the station, that’'s white
privilege. Wen | have the expectation of graduating
froma decent college and noving on to a decent well -
payi ng job and seeing that as part of my birth right,
that’s white privilege.

And to nme it seens that this problemis a
systematic problemand for that | would respectfully
suggest that | think that as nmuch as |I’'m gl ad that
Cinton’s tal king about the race problem but | think
that the Ainton Admnistration has as nuch a probl em
in this issue as it is a solution in that they
maintain and are responsible for nmany of the
adm ni strations that continue to perpetuate this issue
of white privilege. So | would just suggest that |I'm
glad to hear talk about unity and diversity and multi -
culturalism |I'mfully in support of all of that, but

until we address this issue of white privilege, until
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white folks cone to recognize they have a special
responsibility to recognizing the privilege and
working to abolish it conpletely and by doing so
recogni zing that that nakes a freer society for all of
us. |I'mnot sure where we're going to do if we don’t
do that, so I'll submt that.

MR COVACHO Thank you, sir. Thank you.

(Appl ause)
M5. PATTERSON. First of all, 1'd like to
say to Doctor Franklin that I love you wth all ny

heart and soul and that | only have three heros in ny

58 years. That was you, Malcolm X and Fannie Lou

Haner . | didn't get a chance to tell Ml colm and
Fannie that | love thembut | got a chance to tell you
that | |ove you

And | sent you a letter two nonths ago.
| don’t know if you renenber ne but sonebody put in ny
desk drawer "Kiss ny white Anerican ass, bitch". |
work for the Federal Governnment, Farm Service Agency
I n Phoenix, Arizona. 1’ve been there for 13 years.
| have a college degree. I'mstill a G5-6. Al the
time |'’ve been in this office for 13 years |’ ve been
the only black person there. They have never
recruited anybody there.

They have never -- there was only two of
us. One was fired |last year and now |’ m harassed.

But, you know what, Doctor Franklin, | got a |awsuit
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in and it’s been in for two years because the first
time in Decenber of '95 sonebody |eft sonmething on ny
voice mail and called ne the Nword and said they were
going to put ne on a slate. But | was afraid, but I'm
not afraid, Doctor Franklin.

Just like Martin Luther King said and |
honor his birthday tonorrow, "W’ ve cone too far to
turn back now

(Appl ause)

And do you know what el se, I'’mnot afraid.
And | know the person who put this in nmy drawer, the
person that’s been | eavi ng nessages on ny voice mil.
| know who they are, they know -- | know who you are
and I’mgoing to tell you right now, I'mnot afraid
because |ike King says, "lI'’mnot afraid because we're
all here together and I know you're with ne". And |
want you to take back to President dinton, | want you
to tell himto junp on those | awsuits and EEO because
there’s too many backl ogs. |’ve been waiting too
long. We're got to deal with those conpl aints.

MR. COMACHO  Thank you, ma’am My we
have your nane for the record, please?

M5.  PATTERSON: My nane is Sandra
Patterson and I live in Tenpe, Arizona.

MR. COVACHO Thank you. Yes, sir.

(Appl ause)

MR FLEISHER |I'mMark Fleisher. |'mthe
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state Denocratic Party Chair and | appreciate
President Cinton bringing this forumto Arizona and
| appreciate you spending the tinme and energy here in
Phoeni x meeti ng wi th our peopl e.

I, like President dinton, am also
interested in the fact that alnost without fail every
time you hear sonmeone say that affirmative action has
reached it’s goals, it’s a white nale speaking and
It’s interesting that they ' re the only ones that feel
that it’s reached its goal

VW do have a few open doors of opportunity
for some of the wealthiest and brightest Hi spanics,
Bl acks and Native Anericans, but the door of
opportunity is not open to the average person of
col or. And until those doors of opportunity are
opened we have a long ways to go. The fact that those
doors are closed, hundreds of doors a day, every day
across Anerica, thousands of doors, doesn't offset the
fact that once in awhile in awhile they |love to pick
up a white nale that was -- they say was discri mnated
about sonewhere.

| don’t believe that happens very often.
I don't think there’'s very many whites that are
refused coll ege admttance that deserve it and | think
we need to keep affirmative action in place and we
have a | ong ways to go before we’'re judged by quality

of our characters not the color of our skin. Thank
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you very nmnuch.

MR. COMACHO  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause)

MR COSTA: Geetings, relatives. M nane
I's Tupoc Enrique Costa. |'ma nenber of the Chicano
Nawak (ph) nation, Escalota (ph) Pueblo. | also cone

before you today as a nenber and a director of the
I ndi genous People’s Alliance which is an el enment of
the Continental Comm ssion of Indigenous Nations and
Organi zations of this continent m snamed Anerica.

It’s a laughing matter for sonme but if we
know and we realize that the true authority, the only
authority conmes fromthe truth then we will have to
come to sonme point in our common history and
understanding that it is our very humanity that is at
stake in these kind of discussions or these kind of
di al ogues.

| have a comment for the group and | have
several -- two requests to be made to the Hi spanic
menbers that are present in this forumand the African
relatives, African Anerican relatives that are also
present. Nunber one, | have a docunent in ny hand
which is a copy of a page of the 1850 census of the
territories that were ascribed to the jurisdiction of
the United States which is reflected in that geography
that is represented on the podiumthat described the

popul ati ons that were to be transferred in
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jurisdiction fromthe governnment of Mexico to the U S.
jurisdiction.

By the way Treaty of Quadal upe Largo (ph)
Is going to be anniversary 150 years February 2nd.
There's categories here; whites, colored, all classes,
total populations. The census for California there
was an added category. It was called donesticated
I ndians. Wiat |’ m speaki ng about is the concern that
| have related to a principle that the fish perhaps
does not see the water that it is swnmng in.

Throughout this discussion in this
docunent the 1985 census --

MR COVACHO  Excuse ne, sir, your tinmeis
up.

MR, COSTA: Just one final point.

MR. COMACHO  Go ahead, nmke the point.

MR. COSTA: Wat is a white person? Wy
I s everyone African Amrerican, indigenous Anmerican but
t he European Anericans are relegated and given | egal
status within the U S. Constitution as white person?
That’ s ny questi on.

MR. COMACHO  Thank you. Yes, nma’am

(Appl ause)

M5. CRAMER |I'd like to say good evening
to everybody out here. My nanme is Elana Pal oma
El i zabet h N nush Craner (ph). I was born a Chicano

woman, | was born and Indian wonan, | was born a
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Scottish woman and | was born an Irish woman. | was
born nulti-racial and for 18 years of ny life | have
been treated |like a piece of shit by everybody.

And it goes wi thout saying that people in
this audience did not even respect what anybody was
sayi ng, what anybody was saying. And | want you to
hear what | have to say because |I'msick of it. A
nigger is a nigger is a nigger. A person who is
ignorant to nme is a nigger. You can be white, you can
be bl ack, you can be |Indian, you can be anythi ng you
want to be but nonetheless, if you re ignorant and you
don’t care about anybody and you have that feeling for
not hi ng but yourself and you don't care about anybody,
you’' re a nigger

| get | ooked on as a skin head because |
shave ny head. | never get smles any nore. | |ost

a good friend of mne who was bl ack because | shaved

ny head. It's not a statenent. |It’s not anything.
To ne and nyself | was nmourning. |It’s the native way
for me and all | have to say is I'"mgoing to die what

| am a multi-racial, a strong wonan.

MR, COMACHO. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

MS.  SWANSON: ["m Trish Swanson. I
represent the Spiritual Assenbly of the Bahis of
Phoenix. We'd like to join our voices in those that

are commending the President on this initiative and
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say that any initiative of this sort at the nationa
|l evel that will work to bring the races together we
hope wi || be nmade pernmanent and deepen and broaden and
continue to say that we hope this initiative can have
steps taken to make it continue beyond this president
and this adm nistration. Thank you.

MR. COMACHO  Thank you. Yes, nma’am

(Appl ause)

M5. MONTARO. M nane is Cassie Montaro.
| amthe President of PASFE, Parents and Students for
Equal Education, a grassroots organization that has
been organi zed over the last three years in the East
Vall ey to conbat and to support our children of color
in the school system And one nessage | would |iKke,
Doctor Franklin, for you to take back to the President
Is that we need to take a serious |ook at the U S.
Department of Education, at the Ofice for Gvil
Ri ghts and sone of these agencies that were designed
to support racismas it i s now.

They’ re not doing anything. They are not
doi ng anyt hi ng. They are backl ogged just like the
EEOC and they' re useless. W' ve had to take out
struggles to the street because the governnent is just
not there to help us wth our children. | have a
daughter of African descent that is in the Tenpe High
School system and | put her in what | thought was a

free public education system and it turns out that
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this has not been a free public education.

The cost that children of color, of
African Anerican descent, of Hi spanic, Native
Anericans, the price that they re asked to pay at the
school door is the price of their dignity and self-
respect.

(Appl ause)

And | would like for the governnment and
for the President to know that if you all are not
going to do anything about it, we are.

MR, COMACHO  Thank you, ma’ am

(Appl ause)

MR WLDE: H, ny nane is Mark Wlde. |
have to admt that although | did vote for President

Clinton in 92 and was very enthusiastic about the

things that he said, | have steadily lost faith by
observing his actions. Thank you very nuch, or
I nactions.

| have grown to be very under-whel ned by
his notivations and ny point here tonight is probably
sonme of the worst things that we’'ve heard are the
pai ns people have gone through and in sone cases
outright atrocities involved with trying to get
justice in this country. And | find it very
disturbing and I’'ve recently heard that Ms. Reno finds
no reason to investigate suspicious wounds to Ron

Br own. | find that very disturbing that in a very
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ni ce | ooking panel presented to us by a very nice
talking president to help heal the wounds in this
country that the chief |aw enforcenent agency in this
country is neglecting to pursue this mtter.

And ny suggestion to the President, if he
wants to wi n back those he has lost, and that if this
I's nore than just a dog and pony show designed to help
himw th his popularity polls, that he take serious
| ook and investigate the suspicious wounds in to
former Commerce Secretary Ron Brown. Thank you very
much.

MR. COMACHO  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause)

MS. MALAY: Good afternoon, ny nane is
Caroline Malay and | am also wth the organization
PASFE, acronym Parents and Students for Equal
Educat i on. | am here today, a parent in pain, a
parent in an enornous anount of pain. A parent
calling upon the dinton Adm nistration to hastily
begin a federal probe into what’'s occurring in this
state.

Qur children throughout the state are sent
off to the public school systens, sent off into a
virtual war zone. CQur children are constantly being
attacked by racist white students as well as faculty
menbers. This system has proven tine and tine again

that they not only are unwilling to |l ook into these
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matters but they, too, are a part of -- they support
what is occurring here.

My son was ran -- there was two racists
students at Red Mountain H gh attenpted to run over ny
son. They pushed it aside as being nothing but a
teenage prank. M son was called a stupid black ass
nigger at Red Muntain High by a fellow football
player. He was told that he was too sensitive and
spoi l ed, that he should forget about it and go out
Monday and play good football.

Since this incident, these incidents have
occurred, my phone rings off the hook from parents
val | ey-wi de crying out because the systens that are in
place are failing them So once again, | charge this
panel as well as President Cinton to inmmediately
begin a federal probe into the racists practices in
this state of Arizona.

MR. COMACHO  Thank you, ma’ am

(Appl ause)

MR, W LLI AVE: Hello, ny nane is Cody
Wllianms and | ama city councilman here in the city
of Phoenix and | represent the district that you have
spent the past few days and I al so represent the nost
culturally diverse and ethnically diverse district in
the city of Phoenix if not in Maricopa County or the
state of Arizona.

The first thing I'd like to do is say
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t hank you for choosing Phoeni x and | wel conme you here.
| want to say to WIlliamand Linda and Judith and John
and Robert and Angel a that | appreciate your patience
and your wllingness to listen but | am also not
necessarily clear that you have achi eved your m ssion
or not. But | do in synopsizing suggest that the
I ssues of race and racism nmean spiritedness and
common sensel essness is alive and certainly operating
actively here in the state of Arizona and the city of
Phoeni x.

| would also charge you to take back to
the President, however, that this is a community that
has al ways been racial diverse. | was born and raised
I n Phoeni x and the comunity in which | was raised in
there was never a period of tinme when there wasn’'t
soneone in a classroomthat was bl ack, Hi spanic and
white. So that | can say that there are issues that
create racial harnony here in this city that | think
are second to none.

But | do need to ask the President on
behal f of the people that | represent as well as for
the things that | think need to take place is to
pl ease appoint as many all of the federal judgeships
and appeal court judgeships openings and appellate
court judgeshi p openings that currently exi st because
when redistricting and deci sions and di scussi ons about

the future about this community are nmade, those
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individuals will play a very, very inportant role.

Pl ease also ask the President to not
forward any entitlenments to us as | ocal governnent and
state governnents w thout creating sone expectations
that those dollars reflect the diversity of the
comunities that they are being sent to so that if you
are saying here are 5 or $10 million for police
officers that there is not the expectation that that
Is a very racially and ethnically diverse police
of ficer body that’s being devel oped.

MR COVACHO  Excuse ne, sir. Tinme is up.

MR WLLIAVS:  Your work is wonderful and
| really do appreciate you being here. Thank you
very, very much.

(Appl ause)
MR. COMACHO  Sir, you will be the |ast

speaker .

MR. GARCI A My nane is Ceorge Garcia.
["’man immgrant to the United States. | believe in
the future that this country wll be a nulti-

culturally diverse country, the people of the United
States and | also was disappointed that President
Clinton did not apologize for slavery. | don’'t
believe it’s a them and you issue.

I think an apol ogy woul d be an apol ogy to
all our grandchildren and great grandchildren in this

country. It would be part of a healing process and |
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think it would show a lot of vision on the President’s
part to apol ogi ze nationally. It would be a national
apol ogy.

| also think it’'s becom ng increasingly
harder to succeed in the country. W have two people
that have to make an incone and children are not
getting the proper educational start in the beginning.
| feel that they don’'t have the proper training and
skills to enter the granmar schools and succeed and
continue through high school and coll ege. I think
this should be a national priority, the education of
pre-devel opnent, pre-school children and | could go
into nore detail but I have limted tine.

MR. COVACHO  Thank you very nuch, sir.

(Appl ause)

MR COVACHO In closing, Doctor Franklin
woul d |ike to nmake a short statenent.

CHAI RVAN FRANKLI N: Thank you very mnuch.
First of all, 1'd like to thank Frank Comacho for his
patience and his wsdom and his good nature in
conducting this neeting. It’s been a very, very
Inspiring | eadership that you ve provided.

Secondly, | want to thank all of you, each
and every one of you for comng here today and for
sharing with us your experiences. Let ne say that |
can -- that everything you ve said resonated with ne

for | have experienced either actually or synbolically
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everything that has been said here today. Don’ t
forget that | was born in a state that had copied its
first ~constitution from the nost anti-deluvian
backward new constitution that have been nmade in the
early part of this century in the former confederate
st at es.

My state took all of them | don’t know
any other state in the union that wote in their
constitution that there should be separate tel ephone
booths for blacks and whites. So that your -- and
after all, I was a product of the race riot in 1921 in
the sense that ny father, his house was burned down.
VW didn’t know for a week whether he was |iving or not
for we were in a village waiting to nove up there.
And that destruction of our property caused us to be
-- caused our nove to be postponed for four years.

| merely want you to know that |’ m not
sitting here listening to you w thout understanding
your pain and your experiences, your suffering and
that sort of thing. And you, through vyour
representatives here today, have brought to our
attention the kinds of experiences that you ve had and
your statenents have clearly indicated that you have
had experiences that were certainly undeserving and we
take seriously our responsibility in advising the
Presi dent on many of the matters you have brought to

out attention related to race, racism and conmunity




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

90

responsi bility for building one Anerica.

It would be inappropriate of course, for
us to comment specifically on the incidents that you
have brought to our attention because some of those
are wunder investigation, active investigation by
federal agencies. Many of the statenments you’ ve
expressed are the very heart of our mssion. Those
are the things that we are interested in. Those are
the things we want to do sonethi ng about.

Those sentinents were nentioned in
statenments made by Supervisor WIcox and Attorney
General Grant Wods and they certainly include the
I nportance of the governnent and working to solve the
problenms and to enforce human rights regardl ess of
race, ethnicity or |egal status.

On behalf of the entire Advisory Board to
the President’s Initiative on Race, |let ne say that
this community forum and the concerns of Arizonians

generally along with other comunity neetings that we

wi Il hold around the country in the future, will be
I ncorporated into our del i berations and our
communi cations to the President. | want to thank you

for joining us this afternoon and for sharing with us
the pain and the experiences that are yours.

| can say in conclusion that your pains
are ny pains, our pains. W!'’re together in this and

| hope that we can do sonething, just sonmething to
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ease the pains for all of us and nove toward the kind
of world in which we want our children to live in, a
wor |l d where there’'s one Anerica, undivided and where
we respect each other on the basis of common humanity.

Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause)

(Whereupon, at 6:20 p.m the above-

entitled matter concl uded.)




